
FROM THE LAY DIRECTOR

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of 
those who made CHEC 77 such a huge success.  As a 
result of the efforts of Renee Dowe and her fine team,
we have more than 20 new members of the Episcopal 
Cursillo Community in Chicago.  I also want to thank 
those in the Fourth Day who showed up over the 
weekend to serve as Cha Chas, those who supported the 
team and candidates at candlelight, and those who lifted 
up the team and the candidates with your prayers and 
palanca.  The Holy Spirit was indeed alive in Stone 
Park.  I urge all of the new cursillistas to find a reunion 
group, and if you need help in finding one, please 
contact your sponsor for the weekend.

CHEC 78 is just around the corner.  The Rector, 
Joe Ryan, has likewise formed a talented and committed 
team to bring others to a closer relationship with Christ 
on the weekend beginning October 22nd through 25th 
in Stone Park.  Please consider positively changing 
someone’s life by sponsoring a candidate for CHEC 78. 
 There are also a number of wonderful ways to 
participate during the weekend, even though you aren’t 
formally on the team.  We are always looking for 
volunteers to help with individual tasks on the weekend. 
Also mark your calendars for candlelight - we all know 
how wonderful it is to walk into the chapel and see a 
multitude of glowing candles!  

We have received feedback from many raising 
concerns about the retreat center we currently use.  The 
Secretariat is attempting to address these issues, and an 
announcement will hopefully be coming shortly.  While 
there are undoubtedly a number of wonderful retreat 
centers in our area, the Secretariat has attempted to 
make the Cursillo experience as affordable as possible for 
anyone interested in attending a weekend, and has been 
concerned about locations which would require a 
significant increase in our suggested donation.  We are 
working out some of the details on a location that we 
believe would meet our physical needs and yet remain 
within our cost targets and hope to provide you with 
details in the next edition of CHECMARKS.  We would 

hold a weekend at this location on a trial basis to make 
sure it works for Cursillo on a longer term basis.

Finally, we are always looking for ways to 
provide more support for the Fourth Day community.  If 
anyone has any thoughts on what Secretariat can do to 
better support Fourth Day, please advise Secretariat.   

Until later, Make a Friend, Be a Friend, Bring a 
Friend to Christ!

De Colores, Frank Top

BLEST ARE THEY
Hello my brothers and sisters in Christ.  My 

name is Joe Ryan and I attended Episcopal Men’s 
Cursillo in the Diocese of SE Florida in May of 1992.  
My table name was St. Paul.  I worship at St. Charles 
Episcopal Church in St. Charles with my wife of 31 
years, Liz.

The theme and song for CHEC 78 are 
“BLEST ARE THEY” from a song by David Haas,
based on Matthew 5:3-12, also known as the 
Beatitudes.  While attending our parish in Florida, we 
sang this song quite often and the refrain would 
always touch my heart.  It says “Rejoice and be glad!  
Blessed are you, holy are you.  Rejoice and be glad! 
Yours is the kingdom of God.”

Cursillo became a big part of my life.  I worked 
in many aspects of Cursillo before a job transfer 
moved Liz and me to the Chicago area 8 years ago.  
After a few years of not being involved in Cursillo, we 
joined the Chicago Cursillo (CHEC) community.  You 
have welcomed both of us into this Christian 
community and made us feel part of your group.  
When the Secretariat asked me to be the rector of 
CHEC 78, it made me truly feel BLEST that you’ve 
given me this opportunity.

While not everyone can be on team, there are 
still many opportunities to serve on the weekend!  I 
hope to see cha chas galore at Casa Italia in Stone 
Park from Oct. 22nd through the 25th!!

De Colores, Joe Ryan
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CHEC WEEKEND # 78
OCTOBER 22 – OCTOBER 25, 2009

“Blest are They”
The following information should be shared with Cursillo people in your 
parish so they can participate before, during, and after the upcoming weekend. 
 The Fourth Day participation is extremely important in the success of the 
weekend and can significantly affect the team and candidates for a successful 
event.  If you have time to give during the weekend please contact us, we need 
assistance in several areas throughout each day and, PLEASE participate in the 
several 4th Day activities.  Food and monetary donations are always welcome.
       

WEEKEND ACTIVITIES
Italian Cultural Center, 3800 Division Street,
Stone Park, IL (39th Avenue & Division Street) 

Thursday, Oct. 22nd

Candidates arrive @ 7:00 PM
Sponsor’s Prayer Service @ 8:00 PM

Saturday, Oct. 24th

4th Day Pot-luck Dinner @ 6:00 PM
(Bring salad or dessert to pass, sub-sandwich and

Refreshments provided)

Candlelight Eucharist 7:30 PM
Reception Following in the Dining Room

(Bring a snack to share, refreshments provided

Sunday, Oct. 25th

Cross Ceremony Eucharist & Clausura, 3 PM
(Need help with clean up)

De Colores,
Joe Ryan

WANTED: HELPING HANDS AND 
LOVING HEARTS

Have you been wondering how you can help with CHEC  78? 
(Oct. 22nd to 25th  at the Italian Cultural Center, 3800 
Division St., Stone Park, IL) Not everyone can be called to 
the team, but it certainly takes many hands to accomplish 
Christ's work on the Weekend!

Joe Ryan, our fearless leader for the weekend, has chosen 
the theme … “Blest are They”, a sentiment we can all 
appreciate! In response to being so blessed, you and/or your 
reunion group have a golden opportunity to perform some 
AWESOME Christian Action! 
Where are your hands needed???

PRAYER… Pray at home now as we prepare for the 
Weekend lifting up the team. Pray about sponsoring a 
candidate! And pray on the Weekend in the Palanca 
Chapel. You are most needed in the Chapel during meals 
and overnight to allow the Palanca team to eat and rest. 

LETTERS…Write palanca notes to candidates and team to 
encourage and uplift them on their spiritual journey. Team 
and Candidates’ names will be listed on the website –

www.chicagocursillo.com . Your notes are powerful 
instruments of God’s love.
KITCHEN…You can bake desserts or provide snacks, or 
beverages for the Weekend. You can wash dishes and help 
with chores in the Kitchen. You can donate money to cover 
a meal or part of a meal. You can assist the Kitchen Crew in 
setting up for the Agape meal on Saturday. And you can 
help the tired Kitchen Crew pack up all their wares on 
Sunday.
CHA-CHA…Throughout the weekend there are times 
when you are needed not only by the Kitchen or Palanca 
Chapel, but also by the Coordination team. Coordination 
needs your help on Thursday, Oct. 22nd for “set up” (3pm to 
5pm), any time Saturday, Oct. 24th, and to take down and 
put away all materials on Sunday, Oct. 25th (1pm to 5pm).
CANDLELIGHT… Join us on Saturday, Oct. 24th for a 
Fourth Day Potluck & Fellowship at 6pm in the Dining 
Hall. Then attend the Eucharist at 7:30pm, followed 
immediately by the Candlelight. Finish up the evening with 
more Fourth Day fellowship!
CLAUSURA … on Sunday, Oct. 25th the Cross Ceremony 
begins at 3 PM, followed by the Eucharist. Let’s show our 
new Cursillistas what a wonderful community they have 
joined!
If you are planning to come “lend your hands” to the 
Weekend team, PLEASE CONTACT CHEC # 78 Fourth 
Day Coordinator Jay Baum @ 630-964-7538 or 
jbaum@csd99.org, so he can be sure your loving assistance 
is directed where it is most needed. Bless you!
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CHEC 78 TEAM

Name Position Address City Phone Church 

Joe Ryan Rector 3062 Renard Lane St. Charles 630-762-0353 St. Charles, St. Charles

Jeanne Top
Observing 

Rector 14532 River Oaks Drive Lincolnshire 847-984-2860 St. Lawrence, Libertyville

Conference 
Room

Jeanne Top Ideal 14532 River Oaks Drive Lincolnshire 847-984-2860 St. Lawrence, Libertyville
Hunter 

Byington Laity 733 Buttonwood Circle Naperville 630-369-8939 Trinity, Wheaton
Gary Meade Piety 406 Peck Rd. Geneva 630-524-5273 St. Charles, St. Charles

Eric Rodriquez Study 960 Rural St. Aurora 630-470-5357 St David's, Aurora
Margo 

Churchwell Action 1315 Eagle Brook Dr. Geneva 630-208-6250 St. Charles, St. Charles
Maurine 
Jasper Leaders 23615 Grange Rd. Marengo 815-568-3782 Church of  the Atonement,Chicago

Martha Furst Environments
Liz Ryan CCIA 3062 Renard Lane St. Charles 630-762-0353 St. Charles, St. Charles

Linda Jasper Joy of Giving 23615 Grange Rd. Marengo 815-568-3782 Church of  the Atonement,Chicago
Joe Ryan Group Reunion 3062 Renard Lane St. Charles 630-762-0353 St. Charles, St. Charles

Rev. Bill 
Nesbit Clergy 917 Wildwood Court St. Charles 630-584-3150 St. Charles, St. Charles

Rev. Sue 
Holstrom Clergy 737 N. Randall Road Aurora

630-840-
8717 St David's, Aurora

 Rev. Liz 
Meade Deacon 406 Peck Road Geneva 630-524-5273 St. Charles, St. Charles

Cathy Kuna Musician 1N 349 Farwell St. Carol Stream 630-933-8207 St. Barnabas, Glen Ellyn

Palanca 
Chapel

Kristin 
Burlingame Chairperson

834 Shagbark Lane 
#103 North Aurora 708-829-5710 St. David's, Aurora

Rev. Donna 
Ialongo Clergy 2S697 Parkview Drive Glen Ellyn 630-258-1428 St. Benedict's, Bolingbrook

Sarah Travis 1201 So. 3rd St. St. Charles 630-584-1142 St. Charles, St. Charles
Michelle 
Grimes 5449 So. East View Pk Chicago 773-947-0579 Sts. George and Matthias

Dave Piecuch Musician 218 Dalton Ave. Mundelein 847-949-0471

Co-ordination

Sue Hill Chairperson 10 S. 027 Alago Rd. Naperville 630-416-7520 St. John's, Naperville
Al Masco 303 Ave E. Rochelle 815-561-6414 St. Peter's, Sycamore

George Brydie 1010 Evergreen Olympia Fields 708-503-1406 Sts. George and Matthias,Chicago



Henry Mora 39W440 Overcup Ct. St. Charles 312-835-5575 St. Charles, St. Charles

Kitchen

Jeff Eng Chairperson
5733 N. Sheridan Rd. 

unit 12C Chicago 773-728-4555 Church of  the Atonement,Chicago
Manuel Lopez 7S. 356 Augusta Lane Naperville 630-983-4158 St. Andrew's, Downers Grove

Martin Ibarra 960 Rural St. Aurora 630-585-6579 St David's, Aurora
Bill Churchwell 1315 Eagle Brook Dr. Geneva 630-208-6250 St. Charles, St. Charles
Maggie Nolan 450 W.Windsor Lombard 630-629-8967 Calvary, Lombard

4th Day

Jay Baum Chairperson 1725 Concord Drive
Downers 

Grove 630-964-7538 St. Barnabas, Glen Ellyn
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ULTREYA
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17TH

1 – 3 PM

106 DODGE STREET
GALENA, IL

POTLUCK LUNCH, MUSIC, WITNESSES
FLOATING GROUP REUNIONS

(Plates, flatware, napkins & beverages provided)



CONTACT US AT: www.chicagocursillo.com  


