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CHEC 79 Show Me What I'm Looking For

From the Rector of Chec 79:

| walked into Target the other day and was
greeting by a nice young woman who asked if
she could help me find anything. Since this
type of customer service is quite rare these
days, | was momentarily left speechless, an
event that is almost as rare as good customer
service. Recovering from my shock, |
muttered a word of thanks and said that | was
fine on my own and then went off in search of
my item. In truth, | should have asked for help
because | had no idea where in the store |
would find it. However, | have had to fend for
myself in stores so often that | have come to
expect it and think nothing of forging ahead
alone.

Having to go it alone so often, itis easy to let
this mentality creep into other aspects of our
lives, including our spirituality. We often set a

goal and then, belatedly, pray for God’s help.
However, this process is backwards. We need
to pray for God’s guidance first and set our
goals based on his plan for us, which is not
always what we expect. When | hear someone
say that God didn’t answer their prayers, one
of my first thoughts is, “Maybe his answer
wasn’t what you wanted to hear.”

This reality is easier to grasp when it concerns
someone else. It gets more complicated when
it applies to us. Itis something with which |
constantly struggle, so when | heard the song,
“Show Me What I'm Looking For,” by Carolina
Liar, it was like being hit upside my head. Its
chorus is simplistic but right on point on how
we should live our lives:

Save me, I'm lost.
Oh Lord, I've been waiting for you.
I'll pay any cost,
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Save me from being confused.
Show me what I’'m looking for.
Show me what I’'m looking for.

The song was stuck in my head when | was
asked to be Rectora of the upcoming weekend.
Coincidence? | think not. Thus, the theme for
Chec 79 is “Show Me What I'm Looking for.”
This spring’s weekend, April 22-25, is a week
earlier than usual, so make a note of it on your
calendars. We have a great team that has
already met for two team trainings and a very
well attended Rollo Review Day. Our team
retreat day will be Saturday, April 10". We

have completed paperwork for several
candidates and more on the way. Please
continue to pray for the team and consider
sponsoring candidates from your parish. In
addition, plan on attending Candlelight
Saturday night and make it as memorable for
the candidates as it was for you on you
weekend. Ted Main is heading up the 4™ Day,
so please contact him for opportunities to help
out on the weekend.

De Colores,

Jeanne Maine Top, Rectora Chec 79

From our Spiritual Director

We Wish to See Jesus

Jeanne Top, rectora of CHEC 79 has chosen
as her theme, “Show Me What I'm looking For”.
The theme reminds me of a the passage in the
Gospel of John where some Greeks ask one of
Jesus’ disciples a similar question:

Now among those who went up to worship at
the festival were some Greeks. They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and
said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." (John
12:20-21)

When | was a student at Indiana University in
the late 1970’s, there were a couple of
sidewalk evangelists who would stake out a
high-traffic area of campus and harangue
students on their way to and from classes.
Often, a group of students formed to harangue
them back. The evangelists would warn them
against their sins calling them to repent — real
“hell fire and brimstone” stuff. The students
would heckle them and call out challenging
qguestions. It was quite a show.

As a young Christian, | mostly found it
embarrassing. | usually walked past the

spectacle with my head down, hoping not to be
associated with either side. Once, though, as |
sat under a tree within earshot of the debate,
one of the evangelists said something that |
could not ignore. He made the claim that, since
he had become a Christian, he no longer
sinned. This idea can be found the “holiness”
tradition, mainly among some Pentecostal
groups. But | did not know that at the time.
And, having listened to this guy for some time,
| would not have believed it anyway. So,
embarrassed or not, | was fool enough to rush
in where angels fear to tread. | got up, walked
through the ring of students and said, “Wait a
minute.” | pointed out that in 1 John it says that
if we say we are without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. The
evangelist countered with another text. For a
few minutes, with a crowd of students watching
on, we played dueling Bible verses. Suddenly,
he looked at his watch, said it was time to go,
packed up, and left.

Rev. Matt Gunter, St. Barnabas
CHEC Spiritual Director
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Significant Weekend Dates and Times:

Chec 79 will begin on Thursday April 22, 2010
and end on Sunday, April 25, 2010 , at the
Italian Cultural Center in Stone Park, Illinois.
Please consider sending palanca to the
candidates and the team (the current roster is
listed below, but check the web site for the
latest list) for palanca drops on Friday and/or
Saturday.

BAKED GOOD S: The kitchen team is looking
for donation of home made baked goods to
serve during the course of the Weekend. If
you are able to bake, please contact Jeff Eng.

CANDLELIGHT: Do you remember
candlelight when you made your cursillo?
Make the experience just as meaningful for the
candidates of CHEC 79 by attending
Candlelight on Saturday night, April 24, 2010
in the Chapel, beginning at 7:00 PM. Meet in
the dining hall for fourth day fun before and
after the candlelight service.

CLAUSURA: Clausura will begin with a
Eucharist and the cross ceremony at 3:00 PM
on Sunday, April 25, 2010. Please welcome
our newest Cursillistas to the community.

ULTREYA: An Ultreya to further welcome our
new cursillistas will be held on Sunday May 23,
2010 at St. John’s Episcopal Church in
Naperville, from 3:00 to 6:00 Please check our
Facebook page or our website for further
detalils.

CHA CHAs: Are always welcome and
needed. If you want to volunteer some time for
CHEC 79, please contact either Jeanne Top at
thetops4@comcast.net, or Ted or Cathy Main
at theodore.main@att.net.

Email Project

Chicago Episcopal Cursillo has been working
to increase our use of email, and this article
brings you up-to-speed on those efforts.

We will continue to publish CHEC-marks about
two or three times per year, but we will also
publish an email-only version about once a
month (More frequently leading up to a
weekend.) We will also use email to send out
prayer requests to the community. The paper
CHEC-marks will recap most, but not all, of the
email messages.

By following the link at the bottom of all of our
emails, you can update your own preferences
(paper only, monthly only, or to receive prayer
requests as they come in to us.

We are using the email address of
ChicagoEpiscopalCursillo@yahoo.com for our
official email communications. Of course,
others might maintain their own lists for parish-

wide or other mailings, but this address is the
official Chicago Episcopal Cursillo source.

We are using an outside service to manage our
emails. This service, Constant Contact,
provides us with an economical way to send
emails and to let our email readers log directly
into Constant Contact (through a clickable link
on every email) for address maintenance. You
can update their email address and postal
address (or unsubscribe).

For all cursillistas who receive an email from us
at CHEC, we ask them to forward it to anyone
else whose email address we might not have
on file. If anyone receives a forwarded email
instead of directly from us, they too can follow
the links to update their information or
subscribe to CHEC emails. If in doubt, email
us at ChicagoEpiscopalCursillo@yahoo.com
and we will confirm your address.
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CHEC 79 Team List

Rectora

Observing Rector
Conference Room
Ideal Rollo

Laity Rollo

Piety Rollo

Study Rollo

Action Rollo
Leaders Rollo
Environment Rollo
CCIA Rollo

Joy Of Giving

Group Reunion/Ultreya
Musician

Musician

Spiritual Director, Priest
Clergy, Priest
Clergy Deacon
Coordination
Coordination Chair
Coordination
Coordination
Coordination
Palanca

Palanca Chair
Palanca Clergy
Palanca

Palanca

Palanca

Palanca Musician
Kitchen

Kitchen Chair
Kitchen

Kitchen

Kitchen

Kitchen

4th Day

4th Day Coordinators

Jeanne Top
Murray Richards

Jay Baum

David Ohlson

Betsy Swank

Jan Bruesch

John Cate

Murray Richards
Frank Top

Bob Hill

Brenda Marcy
Jeanne Top

Brenda Marcy
Richard Shields

The Rev. Matt Gunter
The Rev. Donna lalongo
The Rev. Michael Kitt

Lynn Giles
Elizabeth Ludescher
Jessica O'Bryan
Taylor Saint John

Deanne Gibbs-Brown
The Rev. Deb Seles
Doug Baddorf
Teresa Hannaman
Trilby Murray

Ken Baxter

Jeff Eng

Melody Hendricks
Gretchen Bates
Bob Correia
Brenda Williams

Ted & Cathy Main

St. Lawrence, Libertyville
St. David's, Aurora

St. Barnabas, Glen Ellyn
St. John's, Naperville

St. Lawrence, Libertyville
Calvary, Lombard

St. Lawrence, Libertyville
St. David's, Aurora

St. Lawrence, Libertyville
St. John's, Naperville

St. Barnabas, Glen Ellyn
St. Lawrence, Libertyville
St. Barnabas, Glen Ellyn
St. Barnabas, Glen Ellyn
St. Barnabas, Glen Ellyn
St. Benedict's, Bolingbrook
St. Mary's, Park Ridge

Grace, Galena
Grace, Galena
St. John's, Naperville
Atonement, Chicago

St. Lawrence, Libertyville
St. Richard's, Chicago
St. Barnabas, Glen Ellyn
Grace, Galena

Sts. George & Mathias
St. John's, Naperville

Atonement, Chicago
Grace, Galena
Atonement, Chicago

St. Barnabas, Glen Ellyn
Atonement, Chicago

St. John's, Naperville
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CHEC 79 Candidate List — So Far

These are the candidates with paperwork submitted at publication time — with more expected. Check
back with our web site (www.chicagocursillo.com) for the latest list of candidates.

Liz Lanning
Mary Lou Smith
Stephenie Castle
Beth Jelesky
Erik Balisi

We have plenty of room for more!

Fourth Day Activities

It is our hope to schedule a number of Fourth Day activities over the remainder of the year, including
some Ultreyas, but also some events for the pure fun of getting together. Please stay tuned as Jeff
Eng is looking into hosting another Cursillo Beach Party this year as he did last year. A photo last
year’s of the festivities is attached. If you have any other thoughts or ideas about fun events, please

pass them on to Secretariat.

A Meditation on Cursillo Crosses

| noticed the other day that National Episcopal
Cursillo had adopted a new logo on recent
P8 i O publications, and it got me
S % started thinking about the
= | .
different crosses | have seen
in cursillo. We have Cursillo
crosses on rainbow-colored
cnRomme . thread that we receive at the
LEADERS end of a cursillo weekend, we
have the rollista’s cross that they carry as they
deliver a rollo, and there is the traditional
cursillo logo cross with the long pointed base
(as seen on reunion cards and older cursillo
publications).

Taking them in reverse order, let’s take a
deeper look at each one.

The new logo of NEC is the Episcopal shield,
with the words “National Episcopal Cursillo”
arced over the top, and the motto of “Growing
Christ-Centered Leaders” written below. Of
course the Episcopal shield has always be a

shield divided into quadrants by a central
cross, with a smaller Saint Andrew cross in the
upper left quadrant, formed in turn by nine
smaller crosses, representing the nine
provinces of the Episcopal Church.

What I think of as the ‘traditional’ cursillo logo
is a cross where the bottom shaft ]
tapers to a long point. At first, it
reminded me of a sword, but | I I
understand that it is also known
as a pilgrim’s cross or the cross of
Saint James. The pointed end is
not meant as a weapon, but as a
stake that can easily be driven
into the ground; the cross serves
as a focal point for worship, and

is then pulled out of the ground
for the next leg of the pilgrimage.
It was often used in pilgrimages to the shrine of
St James at Campostella, and of course that
shrine has other significance in Cursillo.
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| have always loved the rollista’s cross we use
in Chicago Cursillo. If you haven't had a
chance to see it up close, take the next
opportunity you have to look at it. At first
glance it looks like a traditional wooden cross,
with the bottom longer than the other three
arms. Parts of the wood have been cut away
to reveal the body of Christ in bas relief. What
| found especially significant is that the arms
and legs of the body of Christ gently fade away
into the wood of the cross, reminding us that
for the last two thousand years, Jesus has had
no hands on earth except ours, no feet on
earth except the ones that each of us gives to
Him.

Finally, there is the cursillo cross that new
cursillistas are presented with at the end of the
weekend. While | like this cross,
to me the significance is not the
design itself, but what it means to
us and reminds us of — among
other things, that “Christ is
Counting on You .” Now,
everyone say it with me: “And |

on Him.”

For as much as | love the cursillista’s cross, |
personally do not wear one. Let me share the
story behind that. | was divorced a year or two

after | made my cursillo weekend. | gave my
cursillo cross to my daughter to remind her that
| was always with her in heart, even at her
Mom’s house, and that Jesus was always with
her everywhere. | filed a little notch into it, so
that it was personal — not exactly like every
other cursillo cross, but specially marked as a
bond between Jesus, me, and my daughter. |
know that lost cursillo crosses will easily be
replaced, but my cross is not lost, it is out on a
mission, a little pilgrimage of its own. | would
never ask my daughter if she still has it now
almost 20 years later. It was my gift to her,
freely offered and freely taken.

It seems especially poignant to me that | write
this reflection on the day before Palm Sunday
2010. I have an Easter heart, and it kills me
not to say Alleluia during Lent. (Don’t rat me
out, but sometimes | say alleluia all year long.)
But the glorious brightness of Easter matters
most because of the sharp contrast with the
darkness of Good Friday, the shadow cast by
that cross.

Alleluia.

Jim Brown, CHEC 41

Give the Gift of Cursillo This Easter Season

If you are thinking of a way to “resurrect” the faith of a friend (or at least give them a spiritual boost),

consider sponsoring them for the upcoming Weekend.

“Make a Friend, Be a Friend, Bring a Friend to Christ”

More Pictures

We recently came across two pictures of the parish of St. Francis on the Brazos, the church in Texas
where (Roman Catholic) Cursillo was first introduced to the United States in 1952. The pictures are
being uploaded to our web site, where you can see them in better detail than we can reproduce here.
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CHEC PICNIC Pictures from Last Summer

We dressed appropriately for the very hot weather and appropriately enough to be allowed into the
sanctuary. We were warmly
greeted with a paper fan and a
large water dispenser. What a
beautiful service! The organ to
die for!! We headed to the beach
after the service to the roar of
jets coming and going from the
air show. Just as the incredible
food was grilled and ready, the
clouds opened and lightning
cracked the sky. Our gracious
host, Jeff Eng, quickly invited all
of us to his condo directly across
the street. We were soaked as
we gathered everything and ran
for shelter, reminding us of the
clean-up after the flood. But what
fun! What a success! Kudos to
Jeff Eng and the Atonement
reunion group for hosting this

great event. Double kudos to Jeff
for inviting all of us into his condo
and allowing us to linger, talking
and laughing for hours. Thank
you God, for fellowship,
friendship, CCIA, great food, and
thunderstorms.

Brenda Marcy
CHEC 40
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Secretariat Contacts:

The Secretariat
Lay Director.................. Frank Top (Thetops4@comcast.net)

Spiritual Advisor..... Rev. Matt Gunter(mattgunter@aol.com)

Lay Members

Jim Brown.......cccovvvveeeeeeiiiiiiee. jimbrown8383@gmail.com
Bill Gallagher, Secretary .................... wegalla@comcast.net
Susan Hill.....oooooiiiiiieee e, hill@stahelin.com
Maurine Jasper........cccocceeeeeeenns keepsakeacres@email.com
Cora Krause...........ccuvveeeeeeeeennnns keepsakeacres@email.com
Brenda Marcy.........ccccvvveeeeeeeeinnnn, gracecaritas@gmail.com
Joe RyaN.......cooociiiiiiee e jryan513@comcast.net
Jeanne Top, Treasurer ..........ccece.... Thetops4@comcast.net
Webmaster.................. Liz Ryan (scecyouth@sbcglobal.net)

Editor/Mailing List..... Jim Brown (jimbrown8383@gmail.com

ChecMarks is the official publication of Chicago Episcopal Cursillo. Our
general email address is

ChicagoEpiscopalCursillo@yahoo.com

Please send prayer requests, suggested articles, and other feedback or
material to that address, or contact any of us at the above addresses, or

see our web site at WWW.Chicagocursillo.com

MAP to CHEC 79

@ North Avenue

Division

@

Italian Cultural Center 3800 Division Street, Stone Park, IL
East of Mannheim Rd (Route 45) South of North Avenue (Route 64)
North of Lake Street (Route 20)
+Candidate Entrance on 39t Ave.
*Kitchen/Candlelight — Entrance on 37" Ave.
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